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industry was doing poorly right now, then there would be a
vociferous outcry that we ought not to do this because it's a
failing industry, or because it's an industry in hard times,
such as the ag industry. That's the argument we' ve heard many
times on the floor in that regard. So if you can ' t make th is
change because they' re an industry doing poorly, and you can' t
make this change because they' re an industry doing very, very
wel l r i gh t n ow , whe r e a r e y ou l e f t ? I gu e s s y ou j u s t ca n ' t d o
anything at all, can you, to any industry? Because they' re
eithe r do i ng poor l y or t hey ' r e doi ng r eal l y wel l . So t hat
a rgument , I t h i n k , do e s n ' t h e l p u s f a ce t h e s i t u a t i o n . Th e
o the r a r g um e n t , ag a i n , i s t he a l l o r n o t h i n g a r g um e n t . Yea h ,
we'd be glad to do it if everybody were taxed, all services were
taxed, but then, when you try to tax all services, you h ave so
much a c cu m u l a t e d o p p o s i t i on t ha t t h e r e ' s n o wa y t o do a ny t h i n g .
You' re paralyzed. So you can't do it all, and you can't d o it
piece by piece. So, once again, you end up doing nothing at
al l , wh e n a l m o s t e v e r y b o d y w o u l d ag r e e t ha t one o f t he ma j o r
problems with the Nebraska tax system is its failure to be broad
enough t o i nc l ude m or e t h i n g s s o t ha t t he bu r d e n o f t he t a x i s
spread out over more people. There are rea sons wh y certain
services were p icked a n d others were not. I w ish the Revenue
Commit te e w o u l d k i n d o f g o i n t o s om e de t a i l o n t ha t an d e x p l a i n
that But I know, for example, that certain services aren' t
taxed because they can easily move from one side of the Missouri
River to the other. They can do bu siness in ways tha t may
i nvo l v e a sub s t a n t i a l l o ss o f b u s i n e s s i n t h a t a r e a i f y o u
choose to tax their service. We may not like that, we ma y not
think it's entirely fair, but it's a practical reason why a
distinction may have to b e made bet ween t he tax ing o f one
service...why of taxing one service but not taxing another.
Senator Redfield knows that. She's on the committee. There are
all kinds of distinctions that make a practical difference to
us. A nd you can get into, even within this industry, should we
tax co m merc i a l b u t n o t r e s i d en t i a l ? An d t h e n , i f y o u do t ha t ,
somebody w i l l say , we l l , you ' r e p i ck i n g o n t he r i ch , or i f you
d o it the other way you' re picking on the poor. I thi n k y ou
have t o l o o k a t t h i n g s i n b a l an c e , a n d i f y ou c an ' t t a x t h i s
industry that's prospered mightily in this depression era, this
is the one industry that on the basis of its prosperity you
should argue they can bear the burden. Now is the time to d o
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